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“The work of race amity is not just about creating peace between different groups—it’s about 
forging authentic relationships that transform both individuals and society.”  

 --William H. “Smitty” Smith 
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TOOLKIT OVERVIEW:  ABOUT THIS GUIDE 
 
The Illinois Citizens for Race Amity Day Toolkit is a comprehensive booklet that aims to 
assist communities near and far in sponsoring Race Amity Day events and securing 
proclamations for their community or state1. This is an informal guide and includes a 
variety of resources and information to ensure successful planning and execution of Race 
Amity Day events. It contains a planning committee checklist, templates for proclamation 
request letters, a sample press release, a helpful to-do list for the day of the event, a tri-
fold brochure template, and resources for forming collaborations, exploring demographics 
and data about one’s community. Additionally, it offers other helpful hints to guide 
communities in fostering meaningful connections and promoting diversity, equity, and 
inclusion for all. 
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April 5, 2025 
 
 
Hello Friends! 
 
We’re thrilled to introduce the Illinois Citizens for Race Amity Planning Toolkit! As Co-Chairs of 
Illinois Citizens for Race Amity, we, Bette Lawrence-Water and Jim Percic, are excited to share this 
resource with you. Our goal along with the National Center for Race Amity is to encourage, excite, 
and inspire communities to sponsor Race Amity Day events. 
 
This booklet can help jumpstart your planning.  It offers suggestions, and shares insights. Inside, 
you'll find a planning committee checklist, a template for proclamation request letters, a volunteer 
“to-do list” for the day of the event, a template for a tri-fold brochure to help explain Race Amity 
and your group, and other resources.  We’ve had notable success with our celebrations and have 
included plenty of ideas and helpful hints to make your event successful, too. 
 
Our hope is to share insights and lessons from the successful celebrations in our state but also 
learn through our conversations with you!  We want to inspire and encourage you as you plan Race 
Amity Day events. While we don't have all the answers, we hope this booklet will encourage 
dialogue and exchange. 
 
Let's work together to promote amity, diversity, equity, and inclusion in our communities! 
 
Warm regards, 
Bette Lawrence-Water & Jim Percic 
Co-Chairs, Illinois Citizens for Race Amity 
www.illinoiscitizensforraceamity.org 
  

Welcome from Illinois Citizens for Race Amity Co-Chairs! 
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Engaging Organizations with Race Amity Day 
Race Amity Day celebrations can be opportunities to demonstrate commitment to diversity, equity, 
and inclusion and building meaningful community connections.  When meeting with potential 
collaborators, focus on specific benefits aligned with their organizational goals, whether enhancing 
youth learning experiences, expanding community outreach, or other.  Begin with a personalized 
introduction that acknowledges their existing work, then propose a concrete manageable level of 
involvement that respects their resources while offering meaningful engagement.  Offer a brochure 
to review later.  Give examples of successful collaborations from previous work and suggest 
opportunities to co-create programming that advances shared values of cross-cultural 
understanding, and community building.  Other collaboration contacts include: 
 
Your local library, Human relations commission in your locality, Committee with religious 
organizations that focus on racial justice, Local organizations working for social justice; 
Community organizations that work to assist people, Local chapters of the NAACP, League of 
Women Voters, etc. fraternal organizations, professional groups. 
 
Building collaborations is especially important. It helps bring together different groups, pool 
resources, share  expertise, and expand networks to make the event more impactful and inclusive. 
By working together, organizations can address racial issues more effectively and create a broader 
platform for dialogue and understanding. Imagine the power of having local libraries, human 
relations commissions, religious organizations focused on racial justice, social justice groups, 
community organizations, and local chapters of the NAACP and AAUW, League of Women Voters 
all working together!  Below are additional groups to consider for collaboration opportunities: 
 
Cultural and Ethnic organizations:  Community based organizations representing different racial, 
ethnic,  and cultural groups 
Faith communities:  Churches, mosques, synagogues,  temples, and interfaith organizations 
Organizations:  Boys and Girls Clubs, Scout Troops, Sports Leagues 
Business Community:  Local Chambers of Commerce, small businesses 
Educational institutions:  Schools, colleges, universities, and educational nonprofits 
Local and State government offices, human rights commissions, community relations boards 
Civic Groups:  Rotary clubs, Lions Clubs, neighborhood organizations, Arts organizations:  
Museums, theaters, music groups, 
Media partners:  Local newspapers, radio stations, community television 
 
Why Collaboration Matters: 
When diverse groups collaborate, the event reflects multiple perspectives, ideas, and experiences, 
making it more authentic and meaningful. 
Broader Reach:  Different organizations have unique networks and constituencies, helping the 
event reach communities that might otherwise be missed. 

Shared Resources:  Collaboration allows for pooling “financial resources, venues, skills, and 
volunteer power, The planning process itself becomes a demonstration of race amity in action, 
showing that diverse groups can work together effectively. 

Community Buy-in:  When various stakeholders are involved in planning, there’s greater 
community ownership and support for the event. 

Please see sample collaborator/sponsor invitation letter on next page.  
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EXAMPLE OF LETTER TO POTENTIAL COLLABORATORS AND SPONSORS 

 

Dear ___________________, 
 
I'm reaching out on behalf of ______________________ to invite your organization to collaborate with 
us in an inspiring initiative aimed at promoting harmony and understanding across our 
communities. We're actively seeking partners and sponsors to help us secure Proclamations from 
municipalities throughout the state to declare the second Sunday in June as Race Amity Day. 
We're also looking for collaborators in your community to host a Race Amity Day event on June 8th 
this year.  
 
The purpose of Race Amity Day is to celebrate the spirit of friendship and collaboration among 
diverse communities. It serves as a reminder of our shared humanity and the importance of 
working together to foster understanding, respect, and friendships across cultural and racial lines. 
By declaring this day, we hope to inspire citizens to engage in dialogues that promote race unity, 
justice, and equality, and to take concrete steps towards building a more inclusive society. 
 
Amity is defined as a friendly and peaceful relationship. In today’s world, cultivating such 
relationships is vital to addressing the challenges we face as a society. We believe that by 
collectively recognizing Race Amity Day, we can create a profound impact in our communities and 
provide a platform for meaningful changes. 
 
We warmly invite your organization to join us in this important effort. You can become involved in 
various ways, whether through sponsorship, volunteering, advocacy, or simply helping to spread 
the word.  
 
For more information on how you can participate, please visit our website: 
_____________________________ or feel free to reach out directly to:   
add Chair’s Name ________________________ and Phone Number:  __________ 
 
Your involvement can make a significant difference as we work together to promote race amity in 
our community/state. We appreciate your consideration and hope to collaborate with you on this 
meaningful initiative. 
 
Thank you for your time and support. 
 
 
 

  

http://www.illinoiscitizensforraceamity.org/


(Compiled By Illinois Citizens For Race Amity. April 5, 2025)                    PAGE 6 

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT STRATEGIES 

Recruiting volunteers for Race Amity Day can be exciting and meaningful—let’s focus on fostering 
connection and enthusiasm for the cause. Here’s a conversational, approachable guide: 
 
Start with the "why" First, let people know why their time and effort matters. Share how 
volunteering helps create a more inclusive and connected community. Paint a picture of the 
impact they can make—whether it’s welcoming attendees at events, setting up for events, or 
sparking meaningful conversations. Highlight past success stories and testimonials from 
volunteers to show how their work contributes to something bigger. 
 
Spread the word far and wide Get creative with your outreach! Social media is your best friend—
post engaging graphics, share short videos, and even go live to talk about the event. Use hashtags 
like #RaceAmityDay2025 to help people find the opportunity. Reach out to local schools, 
community organizations, and nonprofits too. Ask them to help spread the word in their 
newsletters or bulletin boards. And don’t forget about old-school methods—flyers at libraries or 
cafes can still get attention! 
 
Make it easy to get involved People are more likely to volunteer when the process is simple. Put 
together clear descriptions of the roles you need filled, so they know exactly what they’re signing up 
for. Offer an online form or a quick email process, and make sure someone’s available to answer 
any questions they might have. You could even host a casual info session—online or in person—to 
introduce them to the event and get them pumped up. 

Build a sense of community Volunteering isn’t just about the work—it’s about feeling part of 
something special. Organize meetups, even virtually, so volunteers can connect and feel like a 
team. Show appreciation with little perks like certificates, shout-outs on social media, or custom 
event swag. Keep the energy high with updates about how planning is going and let them see their 
contributions matter. 

Turn influencers into ambassadors Tap into local influencers or community leaders who share 
your vision of unity and inclusivity. If they support your volunteer drive publicly, you might inspire 
even more people to join in. Better yet, ask them to share personal stories about how diversity has 
impacted their lives—it makes the mission real and relatable. 

By making your message clear, spreading it through different channels, and fostering a sense of 
purpose and connection, you’ll attract passionate people ready to help make Race Amity Day 
unforgettable. If you'd like, I can help you brainstorm creative ways to recognize volunteers during 
or after the event. What do you think? 
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TRI-FOLD Brochure Example [download at www.illinoiscitizensforraceamity.org] 

 

 

 

 

Download Template at:  www.illinoiscitizensforraceamity.org 
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PROCLAMATION WORDING FOR RACE AMITY DAY 

Sunday, June 8, 2025 

WHEREAS, In May 1921, Washington D.C. hosted a national convention for amity between the 
races; it was a multi-racial interfaith gathering where for three days thousands of people 
assembled in the first ever convention for amity between the Black and white races; and 

WHEREAS, Work continues towards achieving peace and unity to reach the vision of our nation, E 
Pluribus Unum "Out of many, one"; and 

WHEREAS the greatest asset of the [Geographic region] is its people; and 

WHEREAS, the [Geographic region] is comprised of multicultural, multiethnic and multiracial 
residents; namely [Percent] % of DuPage residents, or approximately more than [Number] people, 
identify as Black, Hispanic, or Asian American, or multi-racial; and 

WHEREAS the [Geographic region] is comprised of multicultural, multiethnic, and multiracial 
residents; and 

WHEREAS friendship, collegiality, civility, respect, and kindness are commonly shared ideals of the 
collective residents of the [Geographic region]; and 

WHEREAS the Towards E Pluribus Unum Initiative of the National Center for Race Amity has 
invited communities across the United States of America to join in introspection and reflection on 
the beauty and richness of diverse peoples of this great nation while reaching out with a spirit of 
amity toward one another annually on the second Sunday in June, designated as Race Amity Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I,[Name], [Title], and [members], do hereby 
proclaim Sunday, June 8, 2025, to be celebrated in the [Geographic region] as Race 
Amity Day, and urge all residents of the [Geographic region] to take cognizance of this 
event and participate fittingly in its observance. 

Signed this ______________ day of ____________, 2025 

 

___________________________________ 

 Name and Title    

 Geographic region   

 

 

 

Download Template at:  www.illinoiscitizensforraceamity.org 
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CHECKLIST PLANNING YOUR RACE AMITY EVENT 
Planning is a crucial aspect of any successful endeavor. It gives us a clear roadmap to achieve 
desired goals. It helps in identifying potential challenges and opportunities, allocating resources 
efficiently, and setting realistic timelines. Effective planning fosters collaboration and ensures that 
all stakeholders are aligned with the objectives of Race Amity events, leading to a more organized 
and focused approach. Moreover, it allows for continuous evaluation and improvement, making it 
easier to adapt to changing circumstances, achieve long-term success, and set the basis for future 
celebrations.  Below is a check list for forming a Race Amity Day Planning Committee.  Feel free to 
customize according to your group’s needs. 

Suggested Checklist for Forming a Race Amity Event Planning Committee 

1. Identify Key Stakeholders (members of the community and organizations with an interest 
in collaborating on the event): 

o Local library 
o Committee with religious organizations that focus on racial justice3 
o Local organizations working for social justice4 
o Community organizations that work to assist people5 
o Local chapters of the NAACP, League of Women Voters, etc.6 

2. Define Committee Roles (Suggested Roles): 
o Co-Chair(s) Responsible for leading the committee, setting agendas, and ensuring 

that all tasks are completed on time. 
o Event Coordinator Manages the logistics of the event, including venue 

arrangements, scheduling, and overall event execution 
o Outreach Coordinator Focuses on engaging with community members and 

organizations to promote the event and encourage participation. 
o Volunteer Coordinator Recruits, trains, and manages volunteers to assist with 

various aspects of the event. 
o Media and Communications Coordinator:  Handles all communication efforts, 

including social media, press releases, and promotional materials 
3. Set Clear Objectives: 

o Remember your purpose:  Promote diversity, equity, and inclusion through 
conversation 

o Build meaningful community connections (picnics and other gatherings) 
o Enhance student learning experiences (involve students where possible) 
o Expand community outreach 

4. Develop a Planning Timeline: 
o Initial meeting and stakeholder engagement 
o Regular planning meetings  
o Outreach and promotion (announcement via press release, social media posts, 

email to interested parties) 
o Event execution (Use “minute by minute” as a guide for activities day of event) 
o Post-event evaluation (gather with planning team to discuss what went well, what 

did not, and ways to improve next year) 
5. Create a Budget: 

o Venue costs 
o Marketing and promotional materials 
o Refreshments and catering 
o Equipment and supplies 
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o Miscellaneous expenses 
6. Engage Collaborators: 

o Personalized introduction acknowledging their existing work 
o Propose a concrete, manageable level of involvement 
o Follow up with examples of successful collaborations from previous years 
o Opportunities to co-create programming that advances shared values of cross-

cultural understanding and community building 
7. Promote the Event: 

o Social media campaigns 
o Flyers and brochures 
o Community announcements 
o Press releases 

8. Evaluate the Event: 
o Collect feedback from participants (brief questions, what went well, what did you 

dislike, what would you like to see more of?) 
o Assess the achievement of objectives (did our team achieve what we set out to do?) 
o Identify areas for improvement (Based on evaluations what can we improve next 

year?) 
o Plan for future events 
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Times Activity Who is involved? Comments 

2.30p ? 
(suggested) 

Volunteers arrive and begin setting 
up  of: 
-Registration Table, Buffet Table, Photo 
Booth, Trash Area, Music area cleared, 
set up trash area, sign-in  sheets for 
table   

-Prepare for guests to arrive at 4p, sign 
in, and receive event programs, sign 
phot release forms(?) 

- Suggestion:  Play recorded background 
music to create a welcoming 
atmosphere). (Examples: Pharrell 
Williams -  “Happy”, “We are 
Family”,  “Rio” – Duran, Duran, “We are 
the World:, etc.  

Planning Committee 
Members and Volunteers 
arrive; get VOLUNTEER 
BADGES (identifies so 
guests know who can direct 
them with information; 
location of toilets, 
water,  and other questions, 
etc. 

Supplies Needed:  -
Table coverings, Paper 
Plates, cups, eating 
utensils, napkins, 
ice?  Coolers? Trash 
bags? Insect Netting 
Covers?, Extension 
Cord?   Agendas, Photo 
release forms 

4.20p  Picnic Officially begins Starts) 
-Welcome, Opening Invocation (2 
minutes)  

MC - Bette Lawrence-Water 
(Co-Chair, Illinois 
Citizens  for Race Amity); 
Invocation: Bhai Faith 
Representative TBN? 

NOTE: MC duties can 
be shared as 
needed;   Should be 
determined by 6/2 by 
Naperville Planning 
Comm. 

4.30p Race Amity Welcome Message (10 
minutes or less) - Dr, Williams presents 
a brief welcoming address emphasizing 
the importance of diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and amity 

Dr. Geneace Williams, City 
of Naperville DEI Manager 

 

4.40p –5.30p  
Buffet and 
Music 1 

Buffet & Early Entertainment (40 
mins?) 
Potluck Buffet [attendees line up to 
enjoy a variety of dishes brought by 
community members] 

Music 1 starts at 
4.20p  Steve Garlington, 
Keyboardist (variety of 
musical selections) 

 

5.30p -  
Music 2 
Begins 

3-4 Violin Duets:  [Students Neuqua 
Valley HS School continue to entertain 
attendees during the meal] 

Music 2 starts at 5.20p, 
Students are:  Annalisa and 
Kyley(?);  

 

5.30 
(available) 

throughout 
evening  

Ongoing Interactive Activities:  Guests 
engage in cultural exchange and hands-
on learning experiences at various 
Exhibit stations:  

These Activities will be 
available throughout the 
event 

 

5.30 
(available) 

throughout 
evening  

▪ African Hair Braiding:  Visitors can 
learn about the art of hair braiding, its 
cultural significance 

Graduating Student, 
Shanequa (Lewis?)  of Mario 
Tricoci University of Beauty 
Culture 

 

EXAMPLE OF RACE AMITY DAY PICNIC EVENT “To-Do LIST 



(Compiled By Illinois Citizens For Race Amity. April 5, 2025)                    PAGE 12 

5.30 
(available) 

throughout 
evening… 

▪ Rock Paining/Tile Painting(?) Art 
Station:  Guests create hands or other 
art for 2024 Race Amity Day Display 

Assign volunteers to do 
random photos? 
Photographer? Planning 
Committee Member? 

 

 5.30 
(available) 

throughout 
evening 
  

▪ Indian Sari Wrap 
Demonstration:  Vimala Mamtora gives 
background and provides background 
and a demonstration of how to wrap a 
traditional Indian sari. 

  

Ongoing… ▪ ?????Photo Booth:  A kiosk or booth 
that allows guests to take pictures with 
props or without in front of a backdrop 
to capture memories of the event 

Props Needed? 
 

6:30p (?) 
Music 3 and 
Dancing 

Cat Gaddis Band (vocalist, 3 band 
members) takes the stage  to 
energize  the crowd with music that 
celebrates diversity and unity.  Music 
will feature 10 popular R&B, Blues, 
Jazz,  and pieces (a “set”) 

They will bring own 
professional audio 
equipment; NOTE:  check to 
see if we can use their 
microphone 

 

INTERACTIVE 
ONGOING 
MINGLING , 
NETWORKING 

Ends at 8.45p 

7.30p-8.30 - guests to mingle,  network, 
and converse with others 

 
Set up space to 
promote 
conversations, 
background music by a 
DJ   recorded.  Cultivate 
pleasant ambiance for 
mingling 

???9p or dusk 
- Event 
Concludes 

MC Closing remarks, MC thanks 
everyone for participation, remind them 
of ongoing importance of race amity… 
AND to save June 9th on their calendars 
for next year!!!  Encourage guests to 
continue fostering the spirit of Race 
Amity in their daily lives.  See you next 
year! 

MC(s) 
 

 
OTHER SUGGESTIONS:  Volunteers  wear identifying T-shirts, Badges, Ensure all activities 
start/end on time.  Locate toilets, water, etc., in case asked; Capture the event through 
photos and videos for future promotions and website.  Collect evaluation/feedback sheets 
from attendees for planning future events and improvements.  **Contact Cell phone 
Numbers:   Other?;  Distribute schedule to all staff and volunteers by 6/4/24  
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Flyer examples from some of our Race Amity Friends!! 

Idea:  Use a free template for your flyer:  www.canva.com or other 

 

  

http://www.canva.com/
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PRESS RELEASE EXAMPLE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

[Your Organization’s Name] 
Contact: [Your Name]   
Email: [Your Email Address]   
Phone: [Your Phone Number]   
 
Celebrate Friendship and Unity at the Race Amity Day Picnic!  
City, State – Date —[Your Organization] warmly invites the community to the annual Race 
Amity Day Picnic on Sunday, June 8, 2025, beginning at  (?:00 PM at [Venue/Location]. 
Admission: Free. Guests are encouraged to bring a dish to share for the potluck picnic.  
This cherished event is a celebration of “amity, a word defined as “friendship, harmony, 
mutual understanding, and a peaceful relationship” (Dictionary.com). Visit raceamity.org 
to learn more! 

The Race Amity Day Picnic is more than just an event—it’s a chance to connect, share, and 
foster meaningful relationships. The afternoon will be filled with vibrant music, lively 
dancing, a potluck picnic, and a welcoming atmosphere to meet neighbors and make new 
friends.   

“This day embodies the spirit of inclusivity and the belief that our shared humanity is 
something to celebrate,” said [Spokesperson Name/Title]. “Race Amity Day reminds us of 
the beauty and strength found in embracing diversity and building bridges of 
understanding.”   

Illinois Citizens for Race Amity invites people of all ages and backgrounds to join us for this 
uplifting celebration. Let’s come together to enjoy an afternoon of music, food, and 
friendship as we honor the ideals of Race Amity Day.   

For more details, visit [Website or Social Media Link] or contact [Organizer Name] at 
[Email/Phone Number].   

About Illinois Citizens for Race Amity:  Illinois Citizens for Race Amity is dedicated to 
fostering inclusive communities through dialogue, understanding, and celebration. Events 
like Race Amity Day serve as a platform to promote unity and encourage connections that 
strengthen the bonds of the community.   

 

### 
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Notable Quotes for Events, Presentations, and Thought 

Having a few good quotations on hand equips us with ready-made eloquence when words fil us, 
lend credibility to arguments, provides memorable encapsulations of complex ideas that stick in 
both your mind and others on Rae Amity.  A well-chosen quote can illuminate a point, persuade a 
skeptic, comfort in crisis, or inspire action.  Below are aa few favorites for you.  Can you think of 
others?! 
 

“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly.” —Langston 
Hughes 

 

“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones we’ve 
been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.” —Barack Obama 

 

“One day our descendants will think it incredible that we paid so much attention to things like the 
amount of melanin in our skin or the shape of our eyes or our gender instead of the unique 
identities of each of us as complex human beings.” 
 —Franklin Thomas 
 

“For it isn’t enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it. And it isn’t enough to believe in it. 
One must work at it.” —Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism 
and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality.... I believe 
that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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DATA RESOURCES ON  RACE AND DEMOGRAPHICS 

Here are some websites and resources you can use to research data, including demographics 
about specific communities in the U.S.: 

• U.S. Census Bureau: T  https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/ 
The U.S. Census Bureau provides comprehensive demographic, economic, and population 
data. You can explore census data with visualizations and view tutorials on their website1. 

• American Community Survey (ACS): The ACS collects detailed information on a broad 
range of topics, including marital status, births, education, immigration, migration, income, 
occupation, commuting, and disability1. 

From the web: 
 

• Data.USA  contains searchable census data based on locality, township, county, state, 
and nation.  The database includes all types of breakdowns, complete with graphs. 

• Pew Research Center: https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/race-ethnicity/  

• US Census:  https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race.html 

  

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/race-ethnicity/
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Week 1 (April 14–20, 2025): Kick-Off & Awareness 

• April 14 (Monday): "Introducing Race Amity Day 2025" Content: Launch the campaign by 
explaining the purpose of Race Amity Day and invite followers to join the journey. Visuals/Media: 
Use the Race Amity logo overlaid with a vibrant community collage. Call to Action: “Learn more 
about our mission and stay tuned for exciting updates!” Hashtags: #RaceAmityDay2025 
#UnityInDiversity 

• April 16 (Wednesday): "What is Race Amity?" Content: An educational post that explains the 
history, significance, and overarching goals of interracial friendship and understanding. 
Visuals/Media: An infographic timeline or carousel showcasing key moments in the movement’s 
history. Call to Action: “Share what Race Amity means to you in the comments!” 

• April 18 (Friday): "Volunteer Spotlight" Content: Feature an inspiring story from one of your 
dedicated volunteers. Highlight how their efforts are building bridges in the community. 
Visuals/Media: A warm, candid photo with a short interview quote. Call to Action: “Want to make a 
difference? Join our team today!” 

Week 2 (April 21–27, 2025): Community Stories & Engagement 
• April 21 (Monday): "Shared Stories of Friendship" Content: Encourage community members to 

post their own stories of interracial friendship and unity. Visuals/Media: A collage of images 
featuring diverse groups or a graphic prompting community dialogue. Call to Action: “Tell us your 
story below and tag a friend who inspires you!” 

• April 23 (Wednesday): "Behind the Scenes: Race Amity Planning" Content: Share a glimpse of 
team meetings, brainstorming sessions, or venue preparations to showcase the effort behind the 
event. Visuals/Media: A short video clip or photo series documenting the planning stages. Call to 
Action: “Comment on what excites you most about the upcoming Race Amity Day!” 

• April 25 (Friday): "Event Teaser: Venue Highlights" Content: Introduce local event details by 
featuring snapshots or sketches of Race Amity Day locations in Naperville, Lombard, and 
Northbrook. Visuals/Media: Photos or artist renderings of event spaces. Call to Action: “Which 
venue are you most excited about?” 

Week 3 (April 28–May 4, 2025): Legislative & Partnership Support 
• April 28 (Monday): "Celebrating Legislation: Proclamation of Race Amity Day" Content: Spotlight 

the importance of Senate Resolution 770 and other legislative milestones that support a state-wide 
celebration. Visuals/Media: A blend of news screenshots and a custom infographic highlighting key 
facts. Call to Action: “Show your support for policies that promote unity—share this post!” 
Hashtags: #LegislativeSupport #RaceAmityDay2025 

• April 30 (Wednesday): "Unity in Policy: Leaders Who Inspire" Content: Feature local leaders, 
officials, or community advocates who are champions for interracial friendship. Visuals/Media: 
Headshot profiles or brief video testimonials. Call to Action: “Tag a leader you admire for fostering 
community unity.” 

• May 2 (Friday): "Sponsor & Partner Spotlight" Content: Acknowledge key partners and sponsors 
(e.g., NAACP DuPage Chapter, Pizza and Social Justice) who help uphold the mission of Race Amity 
Day. Visuals/Media: A collage or carousel post featuring sponsor logos and a short thank-you note. 
Call to Action: “Have a word of thanks for our sponsors? Let us know below!” 

Week 4 (May 5–11, 2025): Educational & Reflective Content 
• May 5 (Monday): "Did You Know? Race Amity Facts" Content: Share interesting facts and figures 

around interracial friendships and their positive impacts on community cohesion. Visuals/Media: 
Fact cards or a short animated video with key statistics. Call to Action: “Learn a new fact today and 
share it with your network!” 

2025 Race Amity Day Content 
Calendar  

Ideas for Social Media Posts 
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• May 7 (Wednesday): "Interactive Q&A: What Does Race Amity Mean to You?" Content: Initiate an 
engaging dialogue by asking followers to comment on what unity and diversity mean in their everyday 
lives. Visuals/Media: A thought-provoking image with the open-ended question. Call to Action: 
“Your voice matters—join the conversation!” 

• May 9 (Friday): "Throwback: Past Race Amity Day Highlights" Content: Post a throwback gallery 
featuring memorable moments and testimonials from previous Race Amity Day events. 
Visuals/Media: A carousel of high-quality event photos and candid videos. Call to Action: “Share 
your favorite memory from past events!” 

Week 5 (May 12–18, 2025): Deepening Engagement & Volunteer Recruitment 
• May 12 (Monday): "Volunteer Call: Join the Movement!" Content: Announce a dedicated call for 

volunteers with clear instructions on how to sign up, emphasizing the impact of every helping hand. 
Visuals/Media: An engaging photograph of volunteers in action paired with a bold “Volunteer Today” 
graphic. Call to Action: “Ready to make a change? Contact us at [email address] to join the team!” 

• May 14 (Wednesday): "Community Spotlights: Local Leaders" Content: Highlight profiles of local 
community figures who actively promote racial harmony. Visuals/Media: Portrait images with short 
biographies or quote graphics. Call to Action: “Nominate someone who inspires you to embrace 
diversity!” 

• May 16 (Friday): "Countdown Begins: 3 Weeks to Race Amity Day" Content: Launch a countdown 
series with a dynamic graphic that builds anticipation for the big day. Visuals/Media: A stylized 
countdown timer image. Call to Action: “Mark your calendars and share this post to spread the 
word!” 

Week 6 (May 19–25, 2025): Event Details & Live Engagement 
• May 19 (Monday): "Event Schedule Sneak Peek" Content: Offer a detailed overview of Race Amity 

Day activities for each location (Lombard, Naperville, Northbrook). Visuals/Media: A clear, visually 
appealing schedule infographic. Call to Action: “Review the schedule and tell us which session 
you’re most excited for!” 

• May 21 (Wednesday): "Live AMA Announcement" Content: Announce an upcoming live “Ask Me 
Anything” session with event organizers to answer community questions. Visuals/Media: A short 
promotional video or a branded image with the session details. Call to Action: “Submit your 
questions in the comments below!” 

• May 23 (Friday): "Local Voices: Why I Support Race Amity Day" Content: Share a mix of short 
testimonials (in video or text) from local residents and influencers explaining why they’re proud to 
support Race Amity Day. Visuals/Media: Collage or video montage of community voices. Call to 
Action: “Share your own story and inspire others!” 

Week 7 (May 26–June 1, 2025): Final Reminders & Last-Minute Engagement 
• May 26 (Monday): "AMA Session Reminder/Recap" Content: Either remind the community about a 

live AMA session or share highlights and key takeaways from it. Visuals/Media: Video snippets or a 
summary graphic. Call to Action: “Watch the replay or join our next live session!” 

• May 28 (Wednesday): "Final Volunteer Push: Last Chance to Sign Up!" Content: A 
sense-of-urgency post to capture any last-minute volunteers. Visuals/Media: Bold call-to-action 
graphic with volunteer details. Call to Action: “Don’t miss out—your community needs you!” 

• May 30 (Friday): "Event Logistics & FAQs" Content: Answer common questions about what to 
expect on Race Amity Day (e.g., directions, parking, suggested attire). Visuals/Media: A custom map 
graphic or a concise FAQ card. Call to Action: “Have more questions? Drop them in the comments!” 

Week 8 (June 2–8, 2025): Race Amity Day – Final Countdown & Live Coverage 
• June 2 (Monday): "Final Countdown: 6 Days to Race Amity Day" Content: Start the final 

countdown with an animated graphic and motivating message. Visuals/Media: A dynamic 
countdown graphic. Call to Action: “Prepare to celebrate unity—share with a friend!” 

• June 4 (Wednesday): "Meet the Organizers: Our Dedicated Team" Content: Introduce the team 
behind the event with short video interviews or a series of photos. Visuals/Media: A friendly, 
behind-the-scenes video montage. Call to Action: “Say hello to the team in the comments!” 

• June 6 (Friday): "Race Amity Day: What to Expect" Content: Preview the highlights of the upcoming 
celebrations, including special performances, vendor highlights, and scheduled activities. 
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Visuals/Media: A vibrant event preview video and schedule highlights. Call to Action: “Are you 
ready? Let us know what you’re most excited about!” 

• June 8 (Race Amity Day – Sunday Morning): "Today’s the Day—Race Amity Day Celebration!" 
Content: A morning post to welcome attendees, share final details, and encourage live participation 
throughout the day. Visuals/Media: A bright, celebratory banner image with live video updates later 
in the day. Call to Action: “Join us in celebrating—tag your photos with #RaceAmityDay2025!” 

• June 8 (Evening Wrap-Up): "Thank You for a Successful Race Amity Day!" Content: Post a 
reflective wrap-up thanking all volunteers, sponsors, and attendees with a highlight collage from the 
day’s events. Visuals/Media: A collage or short video montage of event highlights. Call to Action: 
“Share your favorite moment from today!” 
 

Additional Tips & Next Steps 
• Consistency in Branding: Every post should carry your signature colors, friendly tone, and 

community-oriented messaging. 
• Engagement Boosts: Use Facebook polls, live video broadcasts, and Q&A features to drive 

engagement. 
• User-Generated Content: Encourage followers to share photos and stories using the campaign 

hashtag and consider reposting these with proper credits. 
• Analytics & Adjustments: Monitor engagement rates after each post and remain flexible—if one 

type of content resonates more, consider doubling down on that style. 
 

This comprehensive schedule not only paces the buildup to Race Amity Day but also keeps your audience 
engaged through storytelling, interactive content, and real-time updates. Adjust the plan as needed to fit any 
new updates or local news, and let each post be a stepping-stone toward building a more inclusive, 
harmonious Illinois. 
 
Feel free to ask for more ideas on engagement tactics or tips for maximizing your post reach before the big 
day! 
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
Name & Title Organization Location Phone Email 
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NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


